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1 . This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 
3. 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



This REPORT consists of a total of 3_ 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
a. n (sent to the applicant and to the IrUernatiojtal Bureau) a total of. 



. sheets, as follows: 



□ 



Q sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

□ 

sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate ^e and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

, , contaming a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international ^plication 
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Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/01561 1 



□ 



This report is based on translations from the original language into the following laneuafie 
which IS language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: & & . 

□ 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international ^plication (under Rule 12 4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



^* T^isZfttl jLt^r^''^^^ international application, ttiis report is based on (replacement sheets winch have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "orisinaily filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): ^ 



, as originally filed/furnished 



The international application as originally flled/fumished 
I I the description: 



pages 



pages* 



_ received by tfiis Authority on 
_ received by this Authority on 



I I the claims: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 

pages* 



, as originally filed/furnished 

^ , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
_ received by this Authority on 



I I the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



_ received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/fumished 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 
I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing fSpccOSi;: 

□ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specijy): . 



4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
(R?ie 7oT(c)r^^ ^^"^ considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 

I I the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



□ 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs. 

I 1 the sequence listing ^2ppec/)55;: 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



♦ If item 4 applies, some or all of those slieets may be marked "superseded " 
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j Box No. V Reasoned statement under Arttcle 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
1 citations and expIanaHons supporting such statement 


or industrial applicability; 1 


1 1. Statement 








1 Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-15 


VT70 1 




Claims 




NO 1 


1 Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-15 


VT7Q 1 




Claims 




IsJO 1 


1 Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-15 


YES 1 




Claims 




NO 1 











2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

|m-221718 ' ^"^^ (Beijing). 2000. Vol. 21. No. 10, pages 41-43: Chemical Abstracts, Abs. No. 

Document 2: JP, 63-14680, A (Fujicco Co., Ltd), 21 January, 1988 (21.01.88) 

[oSrAN. 20mT6L98*^°'''^^^^ Biotechnology. 2002. 30 (3). pages 270-281 (Abstract) EMBASE 
Document 4: WO. 02-80946, Al (Wakamoto Pharm. Co., Ltd.), 17 October, 2002 (17 10 02) 
\Al^^f(S3f27m03)^^'^' ^ ^^'^ ^"^^ Kenkyu Center). 27 

Document 6: JP, 2000-297044, A (Sunstar Inc.), 24 October, 2000 (24.10.00) 
Document 7: Saitama Medical School Short-term College Bulletin, 1999, Vol 10 pages 1 1-15 
Document 8: Saitama Medical School Short-term CoUege Bulletin. 1999, Vol lo' pages 1-5 
pocument 9: Annual Meeting Record of the Japanese Society for Immunology, 5 November, 2003 (05 1 1 03) 
jVoL 33, page 163 \ • • 

Document 10: Research Report of Osaka Prefectural Institute of PubUc Health, Food Sanitation Part. 1991 Vol 
p2, pages 7-13 * 

iDocument 11: Cytotechnology, 2002, Vol. 40. No. 1/3, pages 67-73 
Document 12: J. Dairy Science, 1998, Vol. 81, No. 1, pages 48-53 
pocument 13: Biotherapy, 1997, Vol. 1 1, No. 3, pages 438-441 

pocument 14: EP, 1260227, Al (Societe des Produits Nestle S.A.). 27 November. 2002 (27 1 1 02) 
pocument 15: JP. 9-2959. A (Yakult Honsha Co., Ltd.), 7 January, 1997 (07.01.97) (FamUy: none) 
'Document 16: JP, 1 1-199495, A (Nichi Nichi Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.), 27 July, 1999 

The above documents 1-16 are cited in the ISR, 
I u 1-16 ^ not describe an antiallergic agent, food or food additive respectively containing (a) a 

crashed form or extract of Neltmbo nucifera and (b) a lactic acid bacterium. So. the subject matters of claims 1- 
|15 appear to be novel. 

Documents 7-10 describe that a substance containing Nelumbo nucifera has antiaUergic action, and 
documents 1 1-16 describe that a substance containing a lactic acid bacterium has antiallergic action. However 
norie of documents 1-16 describes that \S Nelumbo nucifera and a lactic acid bacterium are combined, the 
antiallergic acuon can be synergistically enhanced. Therefore, the subject matters of claims 1-12 appear to 
mvolye an mventive step, since they are not considered to be obvious to a person skiUed in the art from the 
Idescnptions of the above documents. 



The subject matters of claims 1-15 appear to be industrially applicable. 
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